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Catherine Spence

I was 
brought 
up a 

Methodist 
and our 
church was 
very near 
home so it 
was easy 
to be at all 
the services 

and activities. I went with my family 
but many friends and neighbours went 
too so it was great.  As kids growing up 
we eagerly joined in everything.  We 
got Bibles for Sunday School prizes so 
everyone could learn Bible stories and 
verses etc. Over the years I never had 
any thoughts about leaving because I 
liked being there.
 
Meanwhile David was growing up 
across town and being taken to the 
Coalmens’ Mission with a bag of 
liquorice specials in his pocket to keep 
him quiet.  From a very early age he 
saw lots of people being ‘Saved’.  Later 
he went from Cottage meetings at his 
granny’s and Earl Street City Mission to 
a more rebellious stage, getting involved 
in sport and nights out with the boys.

One day a Christian girl I knew invited 
me to go to a mission with her. I found 
it very interesting and it made me think 
but no one talked to me about salvation 
afterwards and I didn’t ask any questions 
so I went away disappointed.

One night whilst out with my friends 
celebrating a birthday we went to 
“Caps” in Bangor – I was getting the 

coats to go home when I met David out 
with his mates.  Later he phoned me and 
we started going out – however, he was 
busy with sport and I was busy with my 
hobbies and friends so we didn’t get too 
tied up.

Then one day I heard about a Christian 
outreach near my home and decided 
to go – this time I asked questions and 
got answers straight from the Bible.  
The next time I saw David I told him 
all about it. Then I started to go to the 
outreach on Sunday night and soon 
David came to investigate.  He seemed 
to take it all in his stride but did not say 
much.  I kept giving him word for word 
reports on all that was going on.  After 
some time I got saved at the outreach 
and when I told David he was a little 
surprised but seemed to understand 
somehow.  He listened, encouraged 
and helped me fi nd my feet.  I was 
amazed at his biblical knowledge ( so 
was he!) Gradually I began to fi nd out 
more about the Coalmens Mission etc. 
and realized he had been raised hearing 
the Gospel undiluted which was totally 
fascinating to hear about!
 
About a year or so later we went to 
church one Sunday night, a man called 
Mr Rankin was the preacher and he had 
his 3 sons on the platform with him ( 
one of his sons – Paul – is now a famous 
chef) but more importantly David got 
saved and his folks were delighted 
their many years of prayer had been 
answered.

God’s plans are perfect.

God's Plans 
Are Perfect

Psalm 32 v 8.

I will instruct thee and teach thee 
in the way which thou shalt go:
I will guide thee with mine eye.
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2 The Messianic 
Testimony

32

It has been an exciting, busy and encouraging fi rst year 
for us with the Messianic Testimony. Marina and I are 
busy representing the work of the mission in churches, 
prayer groups, women’s meetings, etc. throughout 
Northern Ireland and Eire. We also look forward to 
January 2010 when (DV) I will visit the former Soviet 
Republic of Belarus where we hope to reach more 
Jewish folk with the Gospel message.

There are over twenty-one fulltime missionaries serving 
with the Messianic Testimony in various parts of the 
world including the UK, Germany, France, Belgium, 
South Africa, Russia, and Israel. The LORD is at work 
and it is most encouraging to report that souls are being 
saved.

Here are two brief reports from the mission fi eld:

Our brother Jakob Kroker serves in the Cologne region 
of Germany amongst Russian Jewish immigrants. He 
has recently had the wonderful privilege of leading a 
man called Sergei to the LORD. Following a suicide attempt, Sergei was invited to 
attend a meeting to hear the Gospel preached. He sat and listened carefully. After 
the meeting, Sergei realised that Christ was the only Saviour and he put his trust 
in Jesus. A short time later, Jakob met up with Sergei and noticed that his Bible 
was packed full of handwritten notes as well as having many verses underlined. 
It was obvious that Sergei had been diligently studying the Word of God and was 
continuing to do so. Praise the LORD!

Roy and Margaret Reese are serving the LORD in the Toulouse region of France, 
where there is a sizable Jewish population. Roy and Margaret seek to reach out in 
love to the Jewish people. Their love has been noticed by many of these Jews and 
this has opened up many doors of opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ with 
them. It is wonderful to be able to report that a young Jewish woman by the name of 
Leah has trusted the Saviour and is now witnessing to her fellow university students. 
Again, praise the LORD!

We covet the prayers of God’s people in these days and would encourage you to 
join with us in prayer for the Jewish people, that they would trust in Jesus (Yeshua) 
the Messiah. On the last week of each month there are prayer meetings held in 
Newtownards, Bangor and Holywood where an opportunity is given to hear more 
about the work and to pray for our workers and the Jewish folks they seek to reach. 
If you would like further information about these meetings, or about any other 
aspects of the work, please do not hesitate to contact us.
The LORD bless.
Stephen Currie
Ireland Deputation Secretary
The Messianic Testimony

Stephen, Marina and David

Tel.: 07747 469558
Email: stephen@messianictestimony.com
Web: www.messianictestimony.com



The Birth of our
Lord Jesus

The Record of the birth of our Lord Jesus is 
recorded for us in Matthew’s Gospel and in 
Luke’s Gospel

Matthew chapter 1 v 18-25 and chapter 2 v 1-12
Matthew Ch 1 - We have the genealogy of the king
Matthew Ch 1 - We have the birth of the king
Matthew Ch 2 - We have the homage of the king
Matthew Ch 2 - We have the preservation of the king

As we read Matthews account it is worth our 
attention to see how Matthew set Joseph before us

Matthew 1:19 - Joseph being a just man was minded 
to put her away privily - Joseph the frustrated man
Matthew 1:20 - As Joseph thought on these things, 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, 
Joseph, Son of David fear not - Joseph the fearful 
man.
Matthew 1:25 - Joseph knew her not till she brought 
forth her fi rstborn son and called His name Jesus 
(saviour) - Joseph the faithful man

Luke’s account of the birth of our Lord Jesus
Luke chapter 1 v 26-38 and Luke chapter 2

In Luke’s account of our Lord’s birth there is the warmth of a beautiful story. 
It may well be the portion that we fi nd ourselves reading again this Christmas 
time.

Luke 2:7 -  And Mary brought forth her fi rstborn son
Son of Mary Son of David Son of God

Let us end with this thought
Luke 2:19 - “but Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart”
May Mary’s pondering be ours, as we remember our blessed Lord Jesus over 
this Christmas period...

The Eternal One came into our world, The Omnipotent One became a babe
Veiled in fl esh the God-head see, Hail the incarnate deity
pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel

2 Corinthians 9:15 - We join our hearts as one in thanksgiving to the greatest giver of all (God) 
and for the greatest gift of all (Lord Jesus)
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54 Special
Adverts

Baptismal Service: Sunday 3rd January 
All Invited for  Tea @ 5.30pm in Activity Centre 
Followed by Baptismal Service
 
AGM: Tuesday 9th February
 
Special Children’s Mission in Martyrs Memorial:
Monday 22nd – Friday 26th February
 
Easter Conference Speaker: 
John Harris commencing Thursday 1st April
 
After Church Nights:  Sunday 15th January : Sunday 14th February: 
Sunday 14th March.
                                               
Youth Fellowship Week-end: 16th -18th April. 
All Young People welcome



6Dates for 
your Diary

JANUARY SPEAKER/S SINGER/S

3rd Jack Ritchie - AM
Hugh Martin - PM Vivienne McCoy

10th Maurice Warburton - AM
Maurice Warburton - PM

17th James Curran - AM
James Curran - PM Michael Jamison

24th Hugh Martin - AM
Colin Murray - PM Geoff Sloss

31st Tom Rice - AM
Tom Rice - PM Daphne Hall

FEBRUARY SPEAKER/S SINGER/S

7th Alan Hoey - AM
Alan Hoey - PM Peter Ritchie

14th Billy Brown - AM
Hugh Martin - PM Lorna Butler

21st Peter Ritchie - AM
Bill MacMillan - PM

28th Sam Gordon - AM
Sam Gordon - PM Paul Irwin

SGD Sacrificial Giving Day

SGD

SGD
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BIBLE STUDY

Dates for 
your Diary

MARCH SPEAKER/S SINGER/S

7th John Taylor - AM
John Taylor - PM Ruth Kearney

14th Mark Smith
YOUTH SUNDAY YOUTH SUNDAY

21st Graham Anderson - AM
Graham Anderson - PM

Iron Hall Male Voice 
Choir

28th Hugh Martin - AM
Gary Carson - PM CEF Choir

SGD

SPEAKER/S DATE/S

Sam Carson 4, 11 and 18 January

Pat Kitchen 25 January

Kenny Wilson 1, 8, 15 and 22 February

Hugh Martin 1,8,15 and 22 March

No meeting Easter 
Convention week 29 March












